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half to me, or manifested any gratification at that selection,
but on the contrary, I knew Blair had thought, with him,
that it was an appointment not judicious. I did not tell F.
of the narrow animosity of Lee towards Fox. But all this
spleen came, I knew, from the War Department and cer-
tain influences connected with it. Dahlgren he also de-
nounced, yet when I inquired if he had ever investigated
the subject, if he was aware that Dahlgren had maintained
an efficient blockade, while Du Pont, whom he half com-
plimented, had not [sic]. "Then," said I, " what do you say
of Porter ? " He admitted that he had thought pretty well
of Porter until he begun to gather in cotton, and run a race
with Banks to get it instead of doing his duty. I told him
this was ungenerous and, I apprehended, a sad mistake on
his part. The whole tenor of the conversation left no doubt
on my mind that Stanton, Winter Davis, Wade, Chase, the
thieving Treasury agents and speculators had imposed on
Fessenden.

. . . Fessenden is, in some personal matters, very much
of a partisan, and his partisan feelings have made him the
victim of a very cunning intrigue. He dislikes Seward, and
yet is, through other instrumentalities, the creature to
some extent of Seward.

Stanton, having been brought into the Cabinet by Sew-
ard, started out as a radical. Chase and others were de-
ceived by his pretensions at the beginning, but some time
before leaving the Cabinet, Chase found a part of his mis-
take. Fessenden and others have not yet. They suppose
Stanton is with them; Seward knows better. I have no
doubt but Stanton when with Fessenden, Wade, and others
acquiesces and participates in their expressed views against
Seward. Hating Blair, it has grieved Stanton that Lee, the
brother-in-law of Blair, should have command, and Fes-
senden has been impressed accordingly. Himself inclined
to radicalism on the slavery issue, though in other respects
conservative, Fessenden, who is in full accord with Chase,
has a dislike to Blair, an old Democrat but who is repre-